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Project Sponsor: City of Lawndale
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Lawndale, CA 90260

Project Location: Citywide

The City of Lawndale is located in the Los Angetastropolitan South Bay Area
approximately 3 miles east of the Pacific Oceame Tity is located south of the 105
Freeway with the 405 Freeway bisecting the communit

Project Description: The aim of the proposed project is to adopt the322021 Housing Element consistent
with California Government Code Section 65583. Phgpose of the Housing Element
revision is to identify the City’s existing and proted housing needs and to establish
goals and policies to guide City officials in dadgcision making in addressing these
needs. The goal of providing decent, safe, sandad affordable housing to current
and future residents of the City is a primary foofishe Element. The Element also
emphasizes specific target groups requiring thet m@gent attention in the City, such
as the elderly, lower income households and theelesn. The Housing Element
serves as a policy guideline for addressing definsdes which may arise in meeting
the housing needs of the community.

State Policy and Authorization

The State of California’s primary housing goalhe aittainment of decent housing and a
suitable living environment for every CalifornianTo implement this goal requires
cooperative participation between the governmedtthe private sector in an effort to
expand housing opportunities and accommodate thsimgp needs of Californians of
all economic levels. Counties and cities have thsponsibility to prepare and
implement housing elements which, along with fedaral state programs, will move
toward the attainment of the state housing goaéctiéh 65302 of California’s
Government Code specifies the required componehtheo General Plan. Section
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65583 lists the required contents of the Housingrignt. State law requires Housing
Elements to be updated periodically to reflectdbemunity’s changing housing needs.
Lawndale’s Housing Element was last updated in 28&d covers the 2008-2014
planning period.

Organization of the Housing Element
The City of Lawndale Housing Element is comprisefl the following major
components:

" Chapter 1: Introduction.

B Chapter 2: Housing Needs Assessment. Discussetingxénd projected housing
needs, needs of special groups, and housing uaracteristics.

®  Chapter 3: Housing Constraints. Analyzes both gawental and nongovernmental
constraints.

® Chapter 4: Housing Resources. Lists resourcesadlailto meet housing needs,
including land and financial resources.

®  Chapter 5: Housing Plan. Includes a review of agdshments from the 2008-
2014 Housing Element (detailed in the appendix) &sid goals, policies and
programs for the 2013-2021 planning period.

Regional Housing Needs

The State of California Department of Housing amdnGunity Development (HCD) is
required by State law to determine the statewidesimg need for a projected period of
time. The current planning period has been def@®@deing from October 15, 2013
through October 15, 2021. In coordination with HO&xal governments and councils
of government (e.g., SCAG) are charged with makindetermination of the region’s
existing and projected housing need as a shateedtatewide housing need. State law
requires that the Housing Element include a plaradcoommodate the City’'s “fair
share” of the regional housing need.

The Southern California Association of Governmgi8€AG) prepared the Regional
Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA) in 2012 which @efithe housing need allocation
for each member local government in southern Qaliéo including Lawndale. As a
result of this process, SCAG has determined that @ity of Lawndale’s total
construction need is 381 housing units for thisiplag period. This total construction
need is divided by SCAG into housing constructioredh by income level. For
Lawndale, this need has been determined to be @5 afrvery low income housing, 57
units of low income housing, 62 units of moderateome housing and 166 units of
above moderate income housing. The intent of uh&rdé needs allocations by income
group is to relieve the undue concentration of ‘evwy and low income households in a
jurisdiction and to help allocate resources iniadad equitable manner.

The RHNA total construction need figure is basedaamumber of statistical variables,
including household growth, vacancy rates, replasgmeeds, income distribution and
growth forecasts. Consideration of indicators sashthe number of low income
households overpaying for housing, severe overdrayydhousing tenure, and current
vacancy need are also part of this determinatidre @llocation of these units by
income level, which is also termed the “fair shadestribution, is based on the median
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income level of the County of Los Angeles and tRistang income structure of each
city within the County.

The RHNA is not a mandate to construct the 381 ingusnits. According to the SCAG
publication titled Housing Southern Californians (June 1999), the targets “...are
intended to assure that adequate sites and zorisis €0 address anticipated housing
demand during the planning period and that marketeks are not inhibited in
addressing the housing needs of all economic segrméa community.”

Housing Element Programs

The Housing Plan (Chapter 5) is the only portiomhef project with potential to impact
the environment. All other chapters of the Houstlgment, including Housing
Resources (Chapter 4), which contains the res@lersiites inventory, provides
information and analysis required by statute anchdbcommit the City to take any
action. The Housing Plan includes goals, police®] programs that are intended to
meet the housing needs of the community. Housilegn&nt goals and policies are
provided to:

®  Ensure that a broad range of housing types aredaowo meet the needs of the
existing and future residents;

®  Ensure that housing is maintained and preserved,;

® Increase opportunities for homeownership;

" Ensure the availability of housing-related servifmespecial needs groups; and
"  Promote equal housing opportunity.

The broadly-worded goals and policies are intertdegliide review of new residential

development and allocation of housing-related reses) but do not commit the City to

take specific action. Programs of the Housing Eletidentify actions to be taken by
the City to facilitate and encourage the provisibimousing and related services for all
economic segments of Lawndale. Some programsaared over from the 2008-2014

Housing Element and represent actions taken byityeon an ongoing basis, whereas
other programs are new to the 2013-2021 updateh Bausing Element program is

summarized below:

Program 1. Residential Rehabilitation Programs

Lawndale’s Residential Rehabilitation Programs thee primary means by which the

City preserves and improves the quality of its hoystock. The primary source of

funding for the City’s residential rehabilitatiomoggrams was Redevelopment Agency
Housing Set-Aside funds. With the dissolution of tRedevelopment Agency, these
programs have been put on hold. However, the @&itfjcipates receiving housing

funds from the Successor Agency beginning in FY42P015 pursuant to AB 1484.

Program 2: Acquisition and Rehabilitation Program

The City, through its former Redevelopment Agenestablished an Acquisition and

Rehabilitation Program, the purpose of which isatmuire and rehabilitate existing

housing units, and resell them to low and very limwome households. Without

redevelopment funding, the City no longer has tinaricial resources to engage in
acquisition and rehabilitation activities. Thisogram has been put on hold. However,
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the City anticipates receiving housing funds frdra Buccessor Agency beginning in
FY 2014-2015 pursuant to AB 1484.

Program 3: Condominium Conversion Ordinance

Due to the lack of vacant residential land andhiigé proportion of rental housing units
in the community, opportunities to build owner-opmd dwelling units within
Lawndale are extremely limited. Since convertedtakeunits offer a more affordable
housing alternative than newly constructed unitg City adopted a condominium
conversion ordinance in 2000 that permits the cmiwe of two or more multi-family
properties to condominium ownership. Included he brdinance are a number of
tenant provisions such as relocation assistanc& dfdinance aims to provide
additional homeownership opportunities for low made income households.

Program4: Housing Choice Vouchers

The Los Angeles County Housing Authority administdre Housing Choice Voucher
program on behalf of the City of Lawndale Housingti#ority. As of March 2013, 212
households were receiving Housing Choice Vouchsis&sice in the City. Given the
continued need for rental assistance for very loeoime households, the City will
continue to promote this program through dissenonaiof brochures at public
counters, providing information on the City’s weates and referring residents and
property owners to the Los Angeles County HousinghArity.

Program5: Conservation of Existing and Future Affordable Units

Between October 15, 2013, and October 15, 2023 feherally assisted multi-family
apartment development with 56 Section 8 units igsiit of converting to market rate
housing. The City will work with the property owmef South Bay Co-Op, interest
groups and the State and federal governments tiemgnt the following actions on an
ongoing basis to conserve its affordable housiogkst

Program 6: Affordable Housing Devel opment

To facilitate affordable housing development in Ibalale, the City will provide
regulatory incentives to private developers alonigh winformation regarding the
availability of funding through HUD and other FedlerState, and local housing
assistance. The City is also a participant of thieald County program and therefore
housing development in the City may apply for futtt®ugh the County’s Multifamily
Rental Housing Program, which assists with thetmeaf affordable rental housing
for special needs populations.

Program 7: Second Units
Second dwelling units are permitted by right in @dbidential zones in Lawndale,
subject to the following conditions consistent witate law:

®  An attached second residential dwelling unit slealhtain not less than 400
square feet of enclosed floor area nor shall itabger than 30 percent of the
existing single-family dwelling unit that is to laé&tached to.

® A detached second residential dwelling unit shalllcated at least 20 feet
from the closest habitable structure. It shalltaonnot less than 400 square
feet of enclosed floor area nor shall it containrentihan 1,200 square feet of
enclosed floor area.
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The City will continue to promote second dwellingite through distribution of a
brochure at public counters and to the South Bagr@of Realtors. The City will also
post information about the program on the City’dsite and in the City newsletter.

Program 8: Homeowner ship Programs

Lawndale residents are eligible to participate @amkeownership programs offered by
the County of Los Angeles Community Development @uossion (LACDC). The
HOP program is financed with HOME funds providedotigh HUD and has been
designed to meet the needs of low-income familidse MCC Program offers the first-
time homebuyer a federal income tax credit. Inithaid the Southern California Home
Financing Authority (SCHFA) provides qualifying hetsuyers with a competitive 30-
year fixed rate loan and grant for down paymentaasing costs assistance.

Program 9: Residential Development on Vacant and Underutilized Stes

Recognizing the need to create additional capdoitgccommodate the community’s
housing needs, the City amended the Hawthorne Bpddan to allow mixed-use
development of properties within the Neighborhoodmthercial (NC), General
Commercial (GC), and Office Commercial (OC) diggim the specific plan subject to
the approval of a Special Use Permit (SUP).

To facilitate mixed use development, the HawthoBmailevard Specific Plan offers
incentives (reduced parking, increased sign arta) ®r lot consolidation and the
provision of public facilities and pedestrian antiesi. The City has also assisted
developments with public improvements. In additionixed-use development is
permitted in commercial zones other than those iwithe Hawthorne Boulevard
Specific Plan area.

Program 10: Residential Devel opment Monitoring

The City will continue to annually update an invawgtthat details the amount, type,
and size of vacant and underutilized parcels. Cite will also record the number of

extremely low, very low, low, and moderate inconmétsl constructed annually. If the
inventory indicates a shortage of available sitbg, City shall provide additional

incentives for affordable housing development whiduld include changes to the
zoning code or direct financial assistance forisidifit sites to accommodate the City’s
RHNA.

Should the approval of a commercial developmentiooa the parcels identified in the
sites inventory that results in a reduction of cityabelow the potential residential
capacity anticipated in this Housing Element, they @ill identify additional sites
within the Hawthorne Boulevard Specific Plan area @¢he R-3 and R-4 Zones to
ensure adequate capacity is available. Additiondtlg City is in the beginning stages
of developing a TOD Ordinance for Marine Avenue amdas within the Hawthorne
Blvd Specific Plan that will take into consideratibuilding forms, flexible building
heights, mix of uses and vertical mix-uses.

Program 11: Density Bonus Ordinance
Density bonuses, together with the incentives antidacessions, can result in a lower
average cost of land per dwelling unit thereby mgkihe provision of affordable
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housing more feasible. SB 1818 (enacted 2005)SBhd 35 (enacted 2006) changed
the requirements of State law regarding the mamglgimovision of density bonuses,

incentives and concessions to affordable housinvgldpers that meet certain criteria.
A density bonus up to 35 percent over the othernmisgimum allowable residential

density under the applicable zoning district isilalde to developers who provide

affordable housing as part of their projects. Depers of affordable housing are also
entitled to at least one concession or incentiv&. Density Bonus Ordinance, in

compliance with State law, was adopted in Octolpdr12

Program 12: Lot Consolidation Program

The Hawthorne Boulevard Specific Plan includes aeta of incentives to encourage
the owner-initiated merger or consolidation of egmbus properties located within the
General Commercial (GC) and Office Commercial (@@&})ricts. The intent of these
incentives is to achieve orderly development, imprgpedestrian activity, and
implement the goals, policies, and objectives & 8pecific Plan and the Housing
Element.

The City will advertise the lot consolidation prenins of the Hawthorne Boulevard
Specific Plan to existing property owners and pecfipe mixed-use and affordable
housing developers. Advertisement actions willude preparation and distribution of
a brochure with information about program incergivand an invitation to attend a
working session to discuss opportunities for latsmidation and mixed-use residential
development, including affordable housing developmevithin the Hawthorne
Boulevard Specific Plan corridor.

Program 13: Zoning Ordinance Monitoring

In September 2013, the City adopted a Zoning Ordieaamendment to include
provisions for emergency shelters, transitionaldiy, supportive housing, and single
room occupancy housing. The City is in the begigrstages of developing a TOD
Ordinance for Marine Avenue and areas within thevtdarne Blvd Specific Plan that
will address development standards for mixed- afi@tdable housing developments
that are near transit centers. The City will camtirto monitor its development codes
and procedures to ensure that no conditions exightluly constrain the development
of housing in the City. When constraints are idit, the City will work to mitigate
or eliminate such constraints.

Program 14: Housing for Persons with Disabilities

The City amended its Zoning Ordinance in 2002 taldish the process for requesting
and grant reasonable accommodations in the agplicat the Zoning regulations for
persons with disabilities, consistent with SB 520Requests for reasonable
accommodation are reviewed and decided by the CamtynDevelopment Director
unless the applicant seeks a permit or approval ithaeviewed by the Planning
Commission. The City will place information regeungl procedures for requesting
reasonable accommodation at public counters antieofity’s website. The City will
also continue to monitor its development codes pratedures to ensure that no
conditions exist to unduly constrain the developmeh housing for persons with
disabilities. When constraints are identified, @iy will work to mitigate or eliminate
such constraints.
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General Plan
Designation:

Zoning Designation:

Surrounding
Land Uses:

Site Size:

Program 15: Permit Processing

The City currently requires a Special Use PermitRfor multi-family housing in R-3
and R-4 zone districts and all development withiADRdistricts. Additionally, in
developing the TOD ordinance the City is considgniossible incentives that could
include procedurefor expedited plan check for mix-use/TOD projectdva minimum
of 50% of residential units be for affordable hagsiand/or reduction in permit costs
for mixed use/ TOD projects with a minimum of 50% residential units be for
affordable housing.

Program 16: Fair Housing Program

Fair housing is defined as a condition in whichividlials of similar income levels in

the same housing market have a like range of creiedable to them regardless of
race, color, ancestry, national origin, religioexsdisability, marital status, familial

status, or any other arbitrary factor. The Cityl wontinue to contract with a fair

housing service provider for fair housing outreaghd education, as well as
tenant/landlord dispute resolution. The prograr e advertised through placement
of fair housing services brochure at the publicntey the City website, the local
library and the Lawndale Senior Center, as welp@sodic advertisements in the City
newsletter and the community newspaper. The Cityosntinue to refer fair housing

complaints to appropriate agencies.

Not applicable, Citywide

Not applicableCitywide

Not applicable, Citywide

Not applicable, Citywide

Assessor’s Parcel No:Not applicable, Citywide

Other public agencies whose approval is required (g., permits, financing approval, or participation

agreement):

City of Lawndale — Planning Commission
City of Lawndale — City Council
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Figure 1 — REGIONAL LOCATION MAP
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ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED:

The environmental factors checked below would bemally affected by this project, involving atal one
impact that is a “Potentially Significant Impacs edicated by the checklist on the following pages

[] Aesthetics [ ] Greenhouse Gas Emissions [ ] Population/Housing

[] Agriculture Resources [ | Hazards & Hazardous Materials [ ] Public Services

[ ] Air Quality [ ] Hydrology/Water Quality [l Recreation

[ ] Biological Resources [ ] Land Use/Planning [] Transportation/Traffic
[] Cultural Resources [ ] Mineral Resources [] Utilities/Service Systems
[ ] Geology/Soils [ ] Noise [ ] Mandatory Findings

DETERMINATION:

On the basis of this initial evaluation:

= | find that the proposed project COULD NOT haveignificant impact on the environment, and a
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

L] | find that although the proposed project coulgeha significant impact on the environment, theile w
not be a significant effect in this case becaugisians in the project have been made by or agreést
the project proponent. KMITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION  will be prepared.

] I find that the proposed project MAY have a sigdht effect on the environment, and an
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT s required.

] | find that the proposed project MAY have a “pdialty significant impact” or “potentially signifignt
unless mitigated” impact on the environment, bueast one effect 1) has been adequately analyzed i
an earlier document pursuant to applicable legahdsrds, and 2) has been addressed by mitigation
measures based on an earlier analysis as desaibedtached sheets. ABNVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the efféhtst remain to be addressed.

L] | find that although the proposed project couldeha significant effect on the environment, becalke
potentially significant effects 1) have been anetyadequately in an earli&R or NEGATIVE
DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards, and 2) have &e@ded or mitigated pursuant to
that earlielEIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION |, including revisions or mitigation measures that a
imposed upon the proposed project, nothing fulithezquired.

Prepared by: Christopher Wilson Department Representative: Associate Planner

Reviewed by: Otis W. Ginoza Date: November 7, 2013
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ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST:

Issues (and Supporting Information Sources): Potentially Potentially Less Than
Significant Significant Significant
Impact Unless Impact No Impact
Mitigated

I. AESTHETICS — Would the project:

a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scésta?/ O O O X
b) Substantially damage scenic resources, indydiat not limited
to, trees, rock outcroppings, and historic buildimgthin a state O O O X

scenic highway?

¢) Substantially degrade the existing visual ctigraor quality of
the site and its surroundings?

d) Create a new source of substantial light oreglehich would
adversely affect day or nighttime views in the @rea

Comments:

(a and b) No scenic vistas or scenic resourcess exthin the City. No state scenic highway isdtezl within the vicinity
of the City. No impact will occur.

(c) The existing visual character and quality led City and its surroundings is consistent witholtrer, built-out, and
highly urbanized community. According to the UC&nsus Bureau, almost 78 percent of housing unitsawndale were
constructed prior to 1980. Typically, housing 0@éryears in age is more likely to have major rdhation needs that
may include new plumbing, roof repairs, foundatioork and other repairs. Although the 2013-2021 sitogi Element
will not increase the intensity of development withawndale, proposed policies and programs aended to facilitate
and encourage the development of vacant sites edel/elopment of underutilized sites with higher signresidential
and mixed residential/commercial uses (see Ch&pteliousing Plan). All new development must complth existing
General Plan regulations, applicable Specific Pdgyulations, and Zoning Ordinance development statscthat promote
high quality site and architectural design, intehtte improve the aesthetic quality of new developivehen compared
to existing development. The 2013-2021 Housingr€let also includes policies and programs desigoef@dilitate
maintenance and rehabilitation of Lawndale’s emgstiousing stock (e.g., see Housing Plan, Polities4.4, and 4.5 and
Programs 1 and 2). It is therefore anticipated the gradual development and redevelopment ofedsgal vacant and
underutilized sites through 2021 together with reiance and rehabilitation of the existing housitagk will revitalize
the community and improve the visual characterquality of the city and its surroundings. No impatll occur.

(d) The City is built-out and highly urbanized iignificant existing sources of light and glafehe Housing Element
is a policy level document and the proposed prajeets not include any site specific designs or gsals that enable an
assessment of potential site specific light andegi@mpacts that may result with future housing d@weent proposals. A
case-by-case design review of future housing dewedmt projects would be carried out to ensure phajects do not
introduce excessive amounts of light and glareojeets located within the Hawthorne Boulevard Sfieé&lan area will
be subject to lighting and design standards okgezific plan. With adherence to these standéindsmpact will be less
than significant.

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures will ke required.
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Issues (and Supporting Information Sources):

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Potentially
Significant
Unless

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No Impact

Mitigated

II. AGRICULTURE AND FOREST RESOURCES - In
determining whether impacts to agricultural resesrare
significant environmental effects, lead agenciey meder to
the California Agricultural Land Evaluation andeSit
Assessment Model (1997) prepared by the California
Dept. of Conservation as an optional model to nsessessing
impacts on agriculture and farmland. In determinirhether
impacts to forest resources, including timberlard,
significant environmental effects, lead agencieg refer to
information compiled by the California Departmeht o
Forestry and Fire Protection regarding the stams/'sntory of
forest land, including the Forest and Range Assessm
Project and the Forest Legacy Assessment projedtfcaest
carbon measurement methodology provided in Forest
Protocols adopted by the California Air Resourceard.
Would the project:

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, onffamd of
Statewide Importance (Farmland), as shown on thesmeepared
pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and MonitoringglPam of the
California Resources Agency, to non-agriculturas

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agriculturake, or a
Williamson Act contract?

¢) Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rentg of, forest land
(as defined in Public Resources Code section 122PQi{mberland
(as defined by Public Resources Code section 452&)nberland O O O X
zoned Timberland Production (as defined by Goventr@ade
section 51104(g))?

d) Result in the loss of forest land or conversibforest land to
non-forest use?

e) Involve other changes in the existing environhwehich, due to
their location or nature, could result in convensid Farmland, to O O O X
non-agricultural use or conversion of forest lamedn-forest use?

Comments:

(a through e) Incorporated in 1959, the City ofvhdale is a built-out and highly urbanized commynifthout any
known agricultural or forest resources present. fhionland, forest land, or timberland exists withinis urban
community. No property within the City is subjeéata Williamson Act contract. No agricultural zngiexists within the
City. No impact will result.

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures will ke required.
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Issues (and Supporting Information Sources): Potentially Potentially Less Than
Significant Significant Significant

Impact Unless Impact No Impact
Mitigated

lll. AIR QUALITY — Where available, the significance
criteria established by the applicable air quatignagement
or air pollution control district may be relied upto make the
following determinations. Would the project:

a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of tapplicable air
quality plan?

b) Violate any air quality standard or contribatédstantially to an
existing or projected air quality violation?

¢) Resultin a cumulatively considerable net iaseeof any criteria
pollutant for which the project region is non-attaient under an
applicable federal or state ambient air qualitpygtad (including O O X O
releasing emissions which exceed quantitative timles for ozone
precursors)?

d) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial {zoitu
concentrations?

e) Create objectionable odors affecting a subistamimber of
people?

Comments:

(a through c) The South Coast Air Quality Manageii@istrict (SCAQMD) is the government agency thegulates
sources of air pollution within Los Angeles Count@urrently, the South Coast Air Basin is classifas a “severe-17"
nonattainment area for ozonesj@nd nonattainment area for fine particulate mgdR&4,5). Every three years, the South
Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) preparan overall plan (AQMP) for the air quality impement,
including attainment for ©and PM s to be submitted for inclusion in the State Impletmagon Plan (SIP). Each iteration
of the plan is an update of the previous plan. dihguality plan in effect in the SOCAB is the SCMQ's 2012 AQMP.
The regional emissions inventory for the SoOCABampiled by the SCAQMD and SCAG. Regional populatioousing,
and employment projections developed by SCAG, wlaieh based on the land use designations of thes ¢agneral
Plan, form, in part, the foundation for the emiasiinventory of the AQMP. Projects that are cdesiswith the growth
anticipated by the City’'s General Plan are theeefoonsistent with AQMP emissions assumptions. @éscidbed in
greater detail in Section X (Land Use and Plannafghis Initial Study, the project is consisteritiwand implements the
City's General Plan.

The AQMP is consistent with the National Ambient Suality Standards (NAAQS) and California Ambidat Quality

Standards (CAAQS). The AQMP relies on informatfiam the California Air Resources Board (ARB) ahd Southern
California Association of Governments (SCAG), irdihg mobile and area source emissions and infoomatgarding
projected growth in the region, to project futumigsions and then determine strategies necessatidaeduction of
emissions through regulatory controls. The ARB ieobource emission projections and SCAG growthemtens are
based on population and vehicle trends and langlases developed by the cities and the County.jeBt®that propose
development that are consistent with the growticigmatted by the general plans are therefore candistith the AQMP.

The Housing Element is a policy level document dnerefore does not include specific developmentpgsals.
Implementation of Lawndale General Plan Air Qualitgsnagement Plan and General Plan FEIR mitigatieasures will
reduce the air emission impacts. Future developmeticipated under the Housing Element is requicedomply with
the Land Use Element of the General Plan, the HawwthBoulevard Specific Plan, and the Zoning Ondoga As such,

Draft Initial Sudy/Negative Declaration
Case 13-12: 2013-2021 Housing Element Update
-12-



adopting the 2013-2021 Housing Element is antiegpad have a de minimus effect on air quality. HEature residential

development project will be carefully reviewed twsere consistency with Federal, State, and locajuality standards
and consistent with the goals, policies, and Cigydards intended to protect air quality, includihg General Plan Air
Quality Management Plan. Therefore, a case-by-@mgew of future housing projects would be necgssaensure that
air quality is protected and that the projectscanesistent with all General Plan goals, objectiaes] policies. Adherence
to such standards and guidelines would ensurauality impacts related to this issue will be Idsart significant.

(d) Non criteria pollutants such as Hazardous Rallutants (HAPs) or Toxic Air Contaminants (TACade also
regulated by the SDAQMD. SDAQMD Rule 1401 (New ®euReview of Toxic Air Contaminants) requires enxadion
of potential health risks for any new, relocatedpmmdified emission unit which may increase emissiof one or more
toxic air contaminants. The rule specifies linfits maximum individual cancer risk (MICR), cancarrten, and non-
cancer acute and chronic hazard index (HI) from pewnit units, relocations, or modifications tosig permit units
which emit toxic air contaminants. As the projeciuld not directly result in the emission of HARSTACs, and as new
potential sources of these pollutants and contamsnare regulated by the SCAQMD, the impact will lbss than
significant.

In April 2005, the California Environmental Protiect Agency (EPA) and the California Air ResourcesaBl (ARB)

published the document “Air Quality and Land Usendtaook: A Community Health Perspective.” The infiational

guide provides recommendations for evaluating p@tehealth effects of siting sensitive land usesmhigh traffic

freeways and urban roads. Specifically, the haokibecommends siting new sensitive land uses anmaimi of 500 feet
of freeways and urban roads with more than 100\#tcles per day. Sites #16 and #17 identifiedhimm Housing

Element residential sites inventory are locatediwit00 feet of Interstate-405, the only roadwathwore than 100,000
vehicles per day in the vicinity of Lawndale. Besa residential uses are currently permitted osetrsttes by the
General Plan and Zoning Ordinance and the proatsr on existing land use designations and zodiseticts, the

project does not directly result in siting sensitland uses near high traffic freeways or urbadgadaconsistent with the
EPA/ARB handbook. Project-specific impacts relatethis issue will be evaluated on a case-by-basés as residential
development projects are proposed. Adherencegadabommendations of the EPA/ARB Air Quality anchdaJse

Handbook will ensure that impacts related to thésie are less than significant.

(e) The project will not directly result in the iatluction of new potential sources of objectionaidders. Nuisance odor
emissions are regulated by the SCAQMD Rule 402le R02 states, “...No person shall discharge from smyrce
whatsoever such quantities of air contaminantstioeromaterial which may cause injury, nuisancetimeint, nuisance,
or annoyance to any considerable number of persots the public, or which endanger the comforpose, health, or
safety of any such persons or the public, or whilse, or have a natural tendency to cause, injudamage to business
or property.” The project will not directly createisance odors. Nuisance odors emitted withinridade are regulated
by the SCAQMD and future residential developmeniguts will be required to comply with all SCAQMBquirements.
Adherence to SCAQMD requirements will ensure tltairampacts are less than significant.

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures will ke required.
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Issues (and Supporting Information Sources): Potentially Potentially Less Than
Significant Significant Significant
Impact Unless Impact No Impact
Mitigated

IV. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES - Would the project:

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either tjrec through
habitat modifications, on any species identifiec@andidate,
sensitive, or special status species in local gioral plans, policies O O O X
or regulations, or by the California Departmentish and Game or
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any apanabitat or other
sensitive natural community identified in localregional plans,
policies, regulations or by the California Depanitnef Fish and
Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

¢) Have a substantial adverse effect on fedepatiyected wetlands
as defined by Section 404 of the Clean Water Awtl{iding, but not
limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) tlylo direct removal,

filling, hydrological interruption, or other means?

d) Interfere substantially with the movement oy aative resident
or migratory fish or wildlife species or with estiabed native
resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or impette use of native
wildlife nursery sites?

e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinanga®tecting
biological resources, such as a tree preservabboypor ordinance?

f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted HaiConservation
Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or otpproved O O O X
local, regional, or state habitat conservation plan

Comments:

(a through f) The proposed 2008-2014 Housing Efgmall not cause any adverse effect on any spadestified as a
candidate, sensitive, or special status specidge sites inventory includes infill parcels withinn@ostly built-out and
highly urbanized community and therefore will n@vk a substantial adverse effect on any riparidoitdtaor other
sensitive natural community. There are no fedgfalbtected wetlandislentified in the City of Lawndale as defined in
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. No known ntigmawildlife corridor exists within the City or einity and therefore
the project could not substantially interfere witle movement of native resident or migratory fistwidlife. Potential
indirect impacts to biological resources locatedvater bodies, wetlands, or riparian habitat reéogiwrban stormwater
runoff from within the City would be mitigated bsnplementation of the City’s Storm Water and Urbam&¥f Pollution
Control regulations (Municipal Code Chapter 13.52)d the City’s Standard Urban Storm Water MitigatiBlan
(Municipal Code Chapter 13.16) as individual prtgeare proposed consistent with the General PlanHawthorne
Boulevard Specific Plan, as applicable. The Cigsinot have an adopted tree preservation policegulation. No
Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community Covesion Plan, or other local, regional, or Stateitaittonservation
plan exists within the City and vicinity. No adserimpact to biological resources will result franplementation of the
2013-2021 Housing Element.

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures will ke required.
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Issues (and Supporting Information Sources): Potentially Potentially Less Than
Significant Significant Significant
Impact Unless Impact No Impact
Mitigated
V. CULTURAL RESOURCES - Would the project:
a) Cause a substantial adverse change in thdisigrge of a O O O X
historical resource as defined in §15064.5?
b) Cause a substantial adverse change in thefisaie of an O O X O
archaeological resource pursuant to §15064.5?
c) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique palealogical resource of
’ ; : O O X O
site or unique geologic feature?
d) Disturb any human remains, including thoseriet outside of
; O O X O
formal cemeteries?

Comments:

(a) No listed National Register of Historic Plapesperties have been identified within the propreta. Additionally, no
California Historical Landmarks or California Panof Historical Interest properties have been ifiedt within the
vicinity. The California State Historic Resourcevéntory (HRI) lists no buildings in the vicinityhat have been
previously evaluated for historical significancowever, 32 structures of potential historic sigmifice were identified
in the General Plan. None of these potentiallyohis structures are located on sites identifiedrasidential sites
inventory of the 2013-2021 Housing Element. Sithase structures will not be adversely affectethieyproject, and the
analysis and findings of the General Plan FEIRteeléo impacts to these structures apply to theskhguElement update.
Therefore, no significant impact on historic resagr is anticipated with implementation of the 2@021 Housing
Element.

(b and c) No paleontological or archaeologicabueses have been previously recorded within thg GitLawndale.
Should paleontological or archaeological resoulesliscovered during any associated ground-distgractivities, the
developer will be required to comply with CEQA Sent21083.2 and the CEQA Guidelines Section 1506&dgarding
determination and mitigation. Compliance with &rig law will reduce impact to a less than sigrdfit level.

(d) Although highly unlikely given the developedtdirbed nature of residential land in Lawndaleufe grading
activities related to residential construction ticatild occur under the proposed project has thengiat to uncover
previously unknown human remains. If human remaires found during construction, those remains waelglire
proper treatment, in accordance with applicablesla8tate of California Health and Safety Code $acti050.5-7055
describe the general provisions for human remépegcifically, Health and Safety Code Section 705eScribes the
requirements if any human remains are accidentlidlyovered during excavation of a site. As requbyg State law, the
requirements and procedures set forth in Secti®7.98 of the California Public Resources Code wdadmplemented,
including notification of the County Coroner, natédtion of the Native American Heritage Commissiang consultation
with the individual identified by the Native Ameaic Heritage Commission to be the “most likely dadeat.” If human
remains are found during excavation, excavationtratep in the vicinity of the find and any areattismreasonably
suspected to overly adjacent remains until the Gocoroner has been called out, and the remains baen investigated
and appropriate recommendations have been madbddreatment and disposition of the remains. Giamge with
existing law will reduce impact to a less than #igant level.

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures will ke required.
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Issues (and Supporting Information Sources): Potentially Potentially Less Than
Significant Significant Significant
Impact Unless Impact No Impact
Mitigated
VI. GEOLOGY AND SOILS — Would the project:
a) Expose people or structures to potential snkiatadverse
effects, including the risk of loss, injury, or de@volving:
i) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delieg¢@n the
most recent Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zonhgp issued
by the State Geologist for the area or based agr athbstantial O O O X
evidence of a known fault? Refer to Division ofrids and
Geology Special Publication 42.
ii) Strong seismic ground shaking? O O X O
i) Seismic-related ground failure, including ligfaction? O O X O
iv) Landslides? O O O X
b) Result in substantial soil erosion or the lofs®psoil? O O X O
c) Be located on a geologic unit or soil thatristable, or that
would become unstable as a result of the project pmtentially O O X O
result in on- or off-site landslide, lateral sprieagl subsidence,
liquefaction or collapse?
d) Be located on expansive soil, as defined ing &B-1-B of the
Uniform Building Code (1994), creating substantisks to life or O O X O
property?
e) Have soils incapable of adequately supportieguse of septic
tanks or alternative wastewater disposal systerherevsewers are O O O X
not available for the disposal of wastewater?

Comments:

(a.i) Lawndale is situated in the seismicallyaetios Angeles Basin where numerous active anchpally active faults
have been identified; however, no faults or faalated features have been identified within the.CiXlo impact related
to rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delegan the most recent Alquist-Priolo EarthquaketRzaning Map, will
occur.

(a.ii and a.iii) Since no faults have been idémdifwithin Lawndale, seismic activity with poterti@ impact future
residential development could only be caused byenmmnt along faults situated outside of the cityitBm Historically
active faults with the potential to affect Lawndatelude the Newport-Inglewood, San Andreas, WénitklIsinore, and
San Fernando faults. Amending the City of Lawndaéneral Plan to include the 2013-2021 Housing ElgnUpdate
will not result in any significant geological imgadecause actions to implement the goals, poliaies actions included
in the Housing Element must be consistent withgbals, policies, and standards established witierother elements of
the General Plan that are intended to protect dfetysof the community. Seismic-related impactsenanalyzed in the
General Plan FEIR. Furthermore, all new housingetimment and rehabilitation that might result frétousing
Element implementation will be required to be cetesit with existing State and local building codésch are designed
to ensure that new construction does not expospl@eo significant seismic impacts. Liquefactienniot considered a
significant risk in Lawndale due to the presencérai alluvium and the fact that depth of groundtevas approximately
100 feet below ground surface. Therefore, thegatayill not have a significant impact associatathwseismic hazards,
including strong seismic shaking, ground failureqd fiquefaction.
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(a.iv) Landslides are gravity-induced events wigemerally occur on steep slopes with or withoutarthquake. The
entire City of Lawndale is relatively flat alluviglain, located several miles from any hills or mt@ins. No landslide
impact to future residential development would @ccu

(b) Erosion and loss of topsoil generally has theatpst potential to occur in areas with steepesiognd low water
infiltration rates, particularly where stabilizinggetation has been removed. The City of Lawn@atharacterized by
relatively flat terrain, where the majority of graiis covered either by maintained vegetation qreimious surfaces. A
low potential for erosion or loss of topsoil is iaigated. With implementation of mitigation meassiidentified in the
General Plan FEIR, the impact will be less thanificant.

(c and d) The entire City of Lawndale is relatywéht alluvial plain and landslide potential isrydow. Liquefaction is
not considered a significant risk in Lawndale du¢hie presence of firm alluvium and the fact thegttd of ground water
is approximately 100 feet below ground surface. d¥eas containing rapidly deposited alluvium hagerbidentified
within Lawndale; however, the potential for subsice or compaction could occur in localized occuresnof improperly
compacted fill. Portions of the City have expaasor shrink-swell potential. Potential impactsatetl to these issues
were analyzed in the General Plan FEIR. New resigle development within the City would be designaadd
constructed to meet the most current seismic satatydards for liquefaction included in the CalifiarBuilding Code as
amended by Title 26 Los Angeles County Building €¢Municipal Code Chapter 15.04) and/or engineestagdards
established by the City of Lawndale. Thereforeaseeby-case review of future housing projects andrams would be
necessary to ensure consistency with State, Federadlall General Plan goals, objectives, and jgslic Adherence to
these requirements and mitigation measures of #ree@l Plan FEIR would reduce potential liguefacgtiandslide, and
other related geology/soils impacts to a less-gigniicant level.

(e) The City of Lawndale is served by public sewgstem. No impact related to having soils incépalb adequately
supporting the use of septic tanks or alternatigstewater disposal systems will occur.

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures will ke required.
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Issues (and Supporting Information Sources): Potentially Potentially Less Than

Significant Significant Significant

Impact Unless Impact No Impact
Mitigated

XIl. GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS—
Would the project:
a) Generate greenhouse gas emissions, eithetlgioedndirectly, O O X O
that may have a significant impact on the environthe
b) Conflict with an applicable plan, policy or tégtion adopted for O X
the purpose of reducing the emissions of greenhgases?

Comments:

(a) Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions associated witberggl development in Lawndale have been caladlate
using methodologies recommended by the CaliforriaP&llution Control Officer's Association [CAPCOAPanuary
2008) CEQA and Climate Change white paper and included the use of the Califofianate Action Registry (CCAR)
General Reporting Protocol (January 2009). Emmssigere calculated using the California Emissiossniator Model
(CalEEMod) 2013 Version 2013.2 software progranhe &nalysis focuses on CO2, N20, and CH4 as thesthase
GHG emissions that the project will emit in the gest quantities as compared to other GHGs (such as
chlorofluorocarbons [CFCs]). A more specific degtion of the methodology is contained in the Apgrrid the GHG
emissions technical memorandum prepared for thegiro

Construction Emissions
Based on the CalEEMod results, construction awvifor an estimated 466 dwelling units during pi@nning period
would generate an estimated 1,272 metric tonsriocadioxide equivalent (CO2e) units.

Operational Indirect and Stationary Direct Emission

CalEEMod was used to calculate direct sources roémissions located throughout the potential nesidestial sites.
This includes hearths, consumer product use, aathital coatings, and landscape maintenance equotprdgea sources
would generate approximately 157 metric tons COeyear. Electricity consumption associated with 466 new
dwelling units would generate approximately 544 nmnetons CO2e per year. Natural gas use would rgéme
approximately 316 metric tons CO2e per year. Tdnerall energy use resulting from 466 new units Magenerate
approximately 860 metric tons of CO2e per year.

Solid Waste Emissions
According to the CalEEMod output, 466 new dwellimge anticipated to generate approximately 219 ebs®lid waste
per year. This amount of solid waste would gemeagproximately 100 metric tons of COZ2e per year.

Water Use Emissions

Development and occupancy of approximately 466 deslling units would use approximately 49 millioalipns of
water per year. Based on the amount of electrigiuired to supply this amount of water, this aspé the proposed
project would generate approximately 898 metricstohCO2e per year.

Transportation Emissions

Mobile source GHG emissions were estimated basetbtah vehicle miles traveled (VMT) associated wijitojected
residences, as estimated in CalEEMod. ProjectegldMT is estimated to be 10,575,363 annual milBased on this
VMT estimate, annual transportation emissions atienated at 24,235 metric tons of CO2e.
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Combined Construction, Stationary, and Mobile SelEmissions

The combined operational and mobile GHG emissi@s®@ated with the potential residential units ewndale total
5,830 metric tons of CO2e, or approximately 3.6&riméons of CO2e per person per year. This iswehe plan-based
threshold of 6.6 metric tons of CO2e per servicputation per year for use in the South Coast regiorsuant to
SCQAMD “Proposed Tier 4 Performance Standards”diSeptember 2010.

The project’s contribution to theumulative impact of global climate change is significant because the calculated
project emissions are lower than the emissionssittids published by the SCQAMD. The impact will lbes than
significant.

(b) The California Climate Action Team (CAT) anetCalifornia Air Resources Board (ARB) have depebbprograms
and measures to achieve the GHG reduction targetsr lAB 32 and Executive Order S-3-05. These delihe CAT's

2006 “Report to Governor Schwarzenegger and theaslatgre,” ARB’s “Expanded List of Early Action Meares to

Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions in Californiad”ARB’s “Climate Change Proposed Scoping Planamé&work for

change.” The reports identify strategies to redDakfornia’s emissions to the levels proposedxedtitive Order S-3-05
and AB 32. The following analysis includes a disian of the extent to which the 2013-2021 Houg&lement complies
with applicable strategies to help California retftthh GHG emission reduction targets.

¢ Vehicle Climate Change Sandards. AB 1493 (Pavley) required the state to develagp ashopt regulations that achieve
the maximum feasible and cost-effective reductibrlimate change emissions emitted by passengecleshand
light duty trucks. Regulations were adopted byARB in September 2004. The vehicles from the éttoyill be in
compliance with any vehicle standards that the Al@Bpts.

¢ Building Energy Efficiency Sandards in Place and in Progress: Public Resources Code 25402 authorizes the Energy

Commission to adopt and periodically update itdding energy efficiency standards (that apply tayeconstructed
buildings and additions to and alterations to @xgstouildings). Future residential buildings wile required to
comply with the updated Title 24 standards fordiagy construction including exterior lighting regements.

o Energy Efficiency: Maximize energy efficiency building and applianstandards, and pursue additional efficiency
efforts. Reductions could be achieved through rodments to existing programs such as increasedtines and
even more stringent building codes and applianéeiesicy standards. Green buildings offer a corhprsive
approach to reducing greenhouse gas emissiongnteg-cut multiple sectors including Energy, WaWwgste, and
Transportation. As described above, future residielbuildings will be required to comply with thgpdated Title 24
standards for building construction including eixtelighting requirements.

o Appliance Energy Efficiency Sandards in Place and in Progress. Public Resources Code 25402 authorizes the
Energy Commission to adopt and periodically updtatappliance energy efficiency standards (thatyafmpdevices
and equipment using energy that are sold or offesedale in California). Appliances that are ghased for future
individual dwellings will be consistent with exisfj energy efficiency standards and will include rggpeefficient
heating and cooling systems, appliances and equipraed control systems.

e Measures to Improve Transportation Energy Efficiency: Builds on current efforts to provide a framework fo
expanded and new initiatives including incentiviemls, and information that advance cleaner trariapon and
reduce climate change emissions. The 2013-2021siHguElement promotes development of a wide rarfge o
housing types affordable to all economic segmehtseocommunity, including mixed-use housing typeproximity
to activity centers and transportation corridoee(slousing Plan, Policy 2.2 and Program 10). Tipeseies will
complement other measures to improve transportatinergency efficiency.

e Smart Land Use and Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS): Smart land use strategies encourage jobs/housing

proximity, promote transit-oriented developmentd @ncourage high-density residential/commercialettgpment
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along transit corridors. ITS is the applicationadivanced technology systems and management &sategmprove
operational efficiency of transportation systemd armovement of people, goods and services. As itbescabove,
the 2013-2021 Housing Element promotes developmieatwide range of housing types affordable taeatbtnomic
segments of the community, including mixed-use lhmusypes in proximity to activity centers and tsportation
corridors (see Housing Element Policy 2.2).

o Water Use Efficiency: Approximately 19% of all electricity, 30% of aitural gas, and 88 million gallons of diesel
are used to convey, treat, distribute and use veatdrwastewater. Increasing the efficiency of wai@nsport and
reducing water use will reduce greenhouse gas emgss Future residential developments will be gl to
incorporate water- conservation measures, includivgier efficient fixtures and appliances, wateresht
landscaping and design, the use of water effigreigation systems and devices, and will employexaionservation
measures required by the City of Lawndale Wateickeffit Landscape Ordinance (see Chapter 17.88edffiimicipal
Code).

o Waste reduction and recycling: Reduce amount of waste generated by projectsremease recycling of products.
Future residential development facilitated by tlmeppsed project will be required to comply with applicable
standards and regulations related to solid wastduding local regulations requiring recycling/dastruction of
existing buildings and materials (e.g., Municip@dé Chapter 8.28).

Based on the foregoing analysis, the 2013-2021 idguslement will notconflict with an applicable plan, policy or
regulation adopted for the purpose of reducingetinéssions of greenhouse gases. No impact willroccu

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures will ke required.
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Issues (and Supporting Information Sources): Potentially Potentially Less Than

Significant Significant Significant

Impact Unless Impact No Impact
Mitigated

VIIl. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS —
Would the project:
a) Create a significant hazard to the public erghvironment
through the routine transport, use, or disposalaardous O O X O
materials?
b) Create a significant hazard to the public erehvironment
through reasonably foreseeable upset and accideditons O O X O

involving the release of hazardous materials ihtognvironment?

¢) Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardoasuiely
hazardous materials, substances, or waste witlgrgoarter mile of O O X O
an existing or proposed school?

d) Be located on a site which is included on tadihazardous
materials sites compiled pursuant to GovernmeneCaettion

65962.5 and, as a result, would create a significapard to the = = X =
public or the environment?

e) For a project located within an airport lané ptan or, where

such a plan has not been adopted, within two roflespublic O O O X

airport or public use airport, would the projectukt in a safety
hazard for people residing or working in the propea?

f) For a project within the vicinity of a privagerstrip, would the
project result in a safety hazard for people regjdir working in the O O O X
project area?

g) Impair implementation of or physically interewith an adopted
emergency response plan or emergency evacuatiof pla

h) Expose people or structures to a significask of loss, injury or
death involving wildland fires, including where didnds are
adjacent to urbanized areas or where residencestarmixed with
wildlands?

Comments:

(a and b) The potential release of hazardous malealong roadways is an on-going condition tlsatdgulated by
Federal, State, and local regulations. This c@mitvould exist with or without the proposed praje@mending the
General Plan to include the 2013-2021 Housing Etgnupdate will not result in any significant hazgréuch as
exposure to potential health hazards, or creatianhealth hazard, because actions to implemengdhés, policies, and
actions included in the Housing Element must besistent with the goals, policies, and standardasbéished within the
other elements of the General Plan that are intttai@rotect the safety of the community. Furthemento ensure that
development of housing on specific sites does estlt in potentially significant hazards or expps®ple to potential
health hazards, future projects would be reviewad donsistency with State, Federal, and local requénts and
guidelines.

(c) Residential units constructed through impletagon of the Housing Element Update may be locatétin one-
guarter mile of an existing or planned school; hesve construction and occupancy of residential lasds are not
typically associated with significant hazardous ssiuns or handling of hazardous or acutely hazarduoaterials,
substances, or waste. The Housing Element Updatiios policies and programs rather than spepifigects. An
analysis of potential impacts associated with &322021 Housing Element update to existing or mg@nschools would
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be conducted during the environmental review ot#igeresidential developments. Adherence to atlie City, State,
and/or Federal regulations related to the transped, storage or disposal of hazardous materidllsngure that impacts
related to this issue are less than significant.

(d) As much of the City's future capacity for msitial development relies on redevelopment of wrdieed

commercial sites, there is potential future housiongld be located on a site that is included omsiadf hazardous
materials sites compiled pursuant to GovernmenteCektion 65962.5. However, adherence to appéc@iily, State,
and/or Federal regulations regarding remediatiolmafardous materials sites on a case-by-case Wwakisnsure that
impacts related to this issue are less than sogmifi

(e and f) The City of Lawndale is not located witthe LAX, Hawthorne Airport, or any private anigtland use impact
area. Therefore, no impact will result.

(g) The 2013-2021 Housing Element Update contpoiiies and programs rather than specific projedthe City's
Emergency Operations Plan (EOP) is also a policuoent that establishes the framework for emergepeyations in
Lawndale and the County of Los Angeles. No aspéttie project is anticipated to conflict or intd with the City’'s
EOP. Future residential development projects wdiddeviewed for consistency with applicable reguients of the
EOP and other adopted emergency response/evacyddios or development standards. Therefore, irspatated to
this issue will be less than significant.

(h) The City of Lawndale is neither located withior adjacent to a wildlands area. No impact kediult.

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures will ke required.
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Issues (and Supporting Information Sources): Potentially Potentially Less Than
Significant Significant Significant
Impact Unless Impact No Impact
Mitigated
IX. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY — Would the
project:
a) V_|oIate any water quality standards or wasselthrge O O X O
requirements?
b) Substantially deplete groundwater suppliestarfere
substantially with groundwater recharge such thertet would be a
net deficit in aquifer volume or a lowering of thieal groundwater
. . O O O X
table level (e.g., the production rate of pre-éngshearby wells
would drop to a level which would not support exigtland uses or
planned uses for which permits have been granted)?
c) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattd the site or area,,
including through the alteration of the course sfraam or river, in
. . . S O O X O
a manner which would result in substantial erosiosiltation on- or
off-site?
d) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattd the site or area,
including through the alteration of the course sfr@am or river, or
L . O O X O
substantially increase the rate or amount of serfaooff in a
manner which would result in flooding on- or offest
e) Create or contribute runoff water which wouldeed the
capacity of existing or planned stormwater drainsggems or O O X O
provide substantial additional sources of pollutaabff?
f) Otherwise substantially degrade water quality? O O X O
g) Place housing within a 100-year flood hazaehas mapped on 3
federal Flood Hazard Boundary or Flood Insurance Re&p or other O O O X
flood hazard delineation map?
h) Place within a 100-year flood hazard area siras which would
) . O O O X
impede or redirect flood flows?
i) Expose people or structures to a significagk of loss, injury or
death involving flooding, including flooding as @sult of the failure O O O X
of a levee or dam?
i) Inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow? O O O X

Comments:

(a through f) Lawndale is a built-out communitydaadopting the 2013-2021 Housing Element will reguit in the
substantial development of previously un-urbanizexperties. Any land use intensification that noagur will either be
consistent with intensification anticipated and lgmed in CEQA documents prepared for the Generaln Rind
Hawthorne Boulevard Specific Plan or will be praaddby way of density bonus and/or concessions @stam

development projects as required by State law Kgeesing Plan, Program 11). The project will naedily result in an
increase of impervious surfaces throughout the &itgt therefore will not substantially deplete grbwater supplies,
interfere with groundwater recharge, or alter dagan patterns. All new development resulting fromplementation of
existing General Plan land uses and policies andrams of the 2013-2021 Housing Element will bgjestttto Storm
Water and Urban Runoff Pollution Control regulasgiChapter 13.12) of the Municipal Code and thg’'€iStandard
Urban Storm Water Mitigation Plan (Chapter 13.1%) ¢herefore the project will not violate any wateality standards
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or discharge requirements. Impacts to water qualitlybe reduced to the maximum extent practicalflee hydrology,
water quality, and ground water supply impact Wélless than significant.

(g through j) The City is considered “No Specidd Hazard Area” (NSFHA) according to FEMA; no fien of the
City is located within a 100-year flood plain. T@#y is approximately three miles east of the fa€cean and does not
abut any large bodies of water, and thereforeptssobject to seiche and/or tsunami. No floodingnandation impact
will result.

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures will k@ required.

Draft Initial Sudy/Negative Declaration
Case 13-12: 2013-2021 Housing Element Update
-24 -



Issues (and Supporting Information Sources): Potentially Potentially Less Than

Significant Significant Significant

Impact Unless Impact No Impact
Mitigated

X. LAND USE AND PLANNING — Would the project:
a) Physically divide an established community? O O O X
b) Conflict with any applicable land use plan,ipgl or regulation
of an agency with jurisdiction over the projectc{uding, but not
limited to the general plan, specific plan, locaastal program, or O O O X
zoning ordinance) adopted for the purpose of angidir mitigating
an environmental effect?
c) Conflict with any applicable habitat conseraatplan or natural O O O X

community conservation plan?

Comments:

(a and b) The proposed action consists of amerttie@ity’'s General Plan to adopt the 2013-2021 ditay Element.
The project relies on existing General Plan lang dssignations and zoning districts and meetingmuim mandatory
requirements of State law. The Housing Elementeesial sites inventory will not affect any pardbat is not already
urbanized or designated for urbanization. The @Gitgommencing a study to develop a Transit-Origgridevelopment
ordinance (Program 10). The TOD ordinance is miento implement the Hawthorne Boulevard Specif@P Impacts
associated with mixed use development within thecBic Plan area have previously been considefeatthermore, if
the new ordinance proposes significant changebeadCity’s land use policies, separate environmearalyses will be

conducted prior to the adoption of the TOD ordiranc

As the 2013-2021 Housing Element will not physigalivide an established community, does not engmurew land
uses that are incompatible with existing land uaed,does not conflict any applicable land use,alicy, or regulation

adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigatingeavironmental effect, no impact will result.

(c) No habitat conservation plan or natural comryuodnservation plan exists within the City or wvity. No impact will

occur.

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures will k@ required.
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Issues (and Supporting Information Sources): Potentially Potentially Less Than
Significant Significant Significant
Impact Unless Impact No Impact
Mitigated
XI. MINERAL RESOURCES — Would the project:
a) Resultin the loss of availability of a knowimseral resource that O O O X

would be of value to the region and the residehthestate?

b) Result in the loss of availability of a localipportant mineral
resource recovery site delineated on a local gépé&ma, specific O O O X
plan or other land use plan?

Comments:

(a and b) The General Plan Conservation Elememtified only one mineral resources within the Cibe Lawndale Oil
Field. All of the 25 oil wells drilled in the pasiave been capped and are no longer active. Aweptd the City’s
General Plan FEIR, no mineral deposits of statewidezgional importance exist in the City; therefono impact will
occur.

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures will e required.
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Issues (and Supporting Information Sources): Potentially Potentially Less Than
Significant Significant Significant
Impact Unless Impact No Impact
Mitigated

XIl. NOISE — Would the project result in:

a) Exposure of persons to or generation of nagel$ in excess of
standards established in the local general plamise ordinance, or O O X O
applicable standards of other agencies?

b) Exposure of persons to or generation of exeeggiound-borne

A . O O X O
vibration or ground-borne noise levels?
c) A substantial permanent increase in ambiergenigivels in the

: > e . ; O O X O

project vicinity above levels existing without theoject?
d) A substantial temporary or periodic increasaribient noise
levels in the project vicinity above levels exigtiwithout the O O X O
project?
e) For a project located within an airport lané ptan or, where
such a plan has not been adopted, within two rofl@spublic O O O X

airport or public use airport, would the projecpese people
residing or working in the project area to excessivise levels?

f) For a project within the vicinity of a privagerstrip, would the
project expose people residing or working in thejgut area to O O O X
excessive noise levels?

Comments:

(a, c and d) The proposed project is not physicakhture and thus will not directly expose perstnsr generate noise.
The project relies on existing General Plan lang dssignations and zoning districts and meetingmmim mandatory
requirements of State law. The Housing Elementeasial sites inventory, policies, and programdl nwot affect any
parcel that is not already urbanized or design&tedirbanization. Housing Element policies andgpams reinforce
planning standards of the existing General Plapudihg is generally considered a low noise gemegatse. However,
adoption and implementation of the 2013-2021 Hay$ttement should not result in the exposure of geydo noise
levels in excess of standards established in thee@ePlan or Municipal Code. The CEQA documemépared for the
General Plan and Hawthorne Boulevard Specific Rladyzed noise impacts of placing residential wgdsin existing
and future noise contours. The entire City is tedawithin a 60 Community Noise Equivalent LeveNfEL) noise
contour and the General Plan FEIR indicates thaCBEL is considered as “Normally Acceptable.” Agls, a site
specific acoustical analysis is required by the €8anPlan Noise Element for all noise sensitivgquts. The project-
specific analysis will identify potential noise iagis and measures required to mitigate the extaridrinterior noise
environment to below a level of significance. Addree to noise-related policies of the General RNaise Element,
mitigation measures of the General Plan FEIR, aridenstandards of the Municipal Code will ensuid tioise impacts
will be less than significant.

(b) The construction of new residential uses waelguire the use of earthmoving vehicles and coostni equipment.
The operation of this equipment would temporarigrease the potential for groundborne vibration/@ndoise.

Potential groundborne noise/vibration impacts tasylfrom construction of additional residentialitsrenvisioned by the
2013-2021 Housing Element update would be shomt-teBhort term noise and vibration will be evaldass part of the
environmental review of future residential develgpm Construction activities associated with newvsidential

development will be required to comply with applitea City standards regarding the generation of iglovibration or

groundborne noise. Adherence to these standarllsemsure that impacts associated with constructiorse and
vibration are less than significant.
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(e and f) No portion of the City is located witham airport land use plan and no public airporbligsuuse airport, or
private airstrip is located within two miles; thimee, the project will not expose people to exogssirport noise levels.

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures will ke required.
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Issues (and Supporting Information Sources): Potentially Potentially Less Than
Significant Significant Significant
Impact Unless Impact No Impact
Mitigated

XIll. POPULATION — Would the project:

a) Induce substantial population growth in an aegther directly
(for example, by proposing new homes and busingssésdirectly O O X O
(for example, through extension of roads or oth@astructure)?

b) Displace substantial numbers of existing hagisirecessitating
the construction of replacement housing elsewhere?

c) Displace substantial numbers of people, netzdisgl the
construction of replacement housing elsewhere?

Comments:

(a) The project is not physical in nature and widit directly induce substantial population growthLawndale by
proposing new homes or indirectly through extensibroads or other infrastructure; however, thgguis intended to
facilitate and encourage the production of housinfhe Southern California Association of Governmse(S8CAG)
prepared the Regional Housing Needs Assessment fRHN2012 which defined Lawndale’s “fair share”thie regional
housing need. As a result of this process, SCAGdetsrmined that the City’s total construction née®@81 housing
units for this planning period. The RHNA is notreandate to construct housing units; however, theskhg Element
must demonstrate adequate capacity to accommoldese thousing units during the 2014-2021 RHNA peridthe
residential sites inventory (Housing Element, Chrag@) relies on existing General Plan land usegdgesions and zoning
districts, does not affect any parcel that is rnigaaly urbanized or designated for urbanizatiownl, meets the minimum
mandatory requirements of State law. All of theidential sites are located within City limits aoil land that is already
served by the necessary infrastructure for resigled¢velopment, or on land that can have the macgsnfrastructure
systems extended. For these reasons, adoptiommheimentation of the Housing Element would notebected to
induce substantial growth that would require sigaifit new infrastructure. Although the project webimdirectly induce
population growth in Lawndale, this growth is cateht with State and regional planning efforts antherefore not
substantial. Population growth pursuant to Houdhtgment policies is consistent with the GeneralnFland Use
Element. The impact will be less than significant.

(b and c) The Housing Element is intended to itatd and encourage redevelopment of specific,sietiding some
sites with existing commercial and lower densitgidential uses, with higher density residentialsus&herefore, the
project has the potential to increase the supplyhafsing in Lawndale. No net displacement of hogigr people
necessitating the construction of replacement mgusisewhere would occur.

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures will ke required.
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Issues (and Supporting Information Sources):

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Potentially
Significant
Unless
Mitigated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No Impact

XIV. PUBLIC SERVICES

a) Would the project result in substantial advexsgsical impacts
associated with the provision of new or physicalkgred
governmental facilities, need for new or physicalliered
governmental facilities, the construction of whithuld cause
significant environmental impacts, in order to ntain acceptable
service ratios, response times or other performabgectives for
any of the public services:

Fire protection?

Police protection?

Schools?

Parks?

Other public facilities?

Oooo|o|g

Oooojo|g

X | X | X | XX

Oooojo|g

Comments:

(a) County of Los Angeles Fire District provides fir@fection and the Los Angeles County Sheriff Daparit provides
police protection for the project area. Facilitanning for fire protection, police protectiorthsols, parks, and other
public facilities is based on growth projectionstteé General Plan and the Hawthorne Boulevard Spédan. Impacts
to public services were analyzed in the CEQA doaimerepared for the General Plan and HawthorndeBatd
Specific Plan. Future housing development projadglisbe reviewed for project-specific impacts talgic services on a

case-by-case basis. The impact will be less thgnifisant.

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures will fe required.
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Issues (and Supporting Information Sources): Potentially Potentially Less Than
Significant Significant Significant
Impact Unless Impact No Impact
Mitigated

XV. RECREATION

a) Would the project increase the use of existigighborhood and
regional parks or other recreational facilitieststitat substantial O O X O
physical deterioration of the facility would ocaurbe accelerated?

b) Does the project include recreational facHitos require the
construction or expansion of recreational factitiehich might have O O X O
an adverse physical effect on the environment?

Comments:

(a and b) Parks and recreation facilities planmfigrts is based on growth projections of the Ganlan and therefore
related impacts were analyzed in the General PER FImpacts of future residential development b evaluated on a
case-by-case basis as specific projects are propdsgherence to parks and recreation standarttedBeneral Plan and
mitigation measures of the General Plan FEIR witiee that impacts will be less than significant.

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures will ke required.
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Issues (and Supporting Information Sources): Potentially Potentially Less Than
Significant Significant Significant
Impact Unless Impact No Impact
Mitigated

XVI. TRANSPORTATION/TRAFFIC — Would the project:

a) Conflict with an applicable plan, ordinancepoticy establishing
measures of effectiveness for the performanceeo€iftulation
system, taking into account all modes of transpionancluding
mass transit and non-motorized travel and relesamtponents of O O X O
the circulation system, including but not limitedintersections,
streets, highways and freeways, pedestrian analeipaths, and
mass transit?

b) Conflict with an applicable congestion managenpeogram,
including, but not limited to level of service stimds and travel
demand measures, or other standards establishibe lbpunty
congestion management agency for designated roddghways?

¢) Result in a change in air traffic patternsjuding either an
increase in traffic levels or a change in locatioat results in O O O X
substantial safety risks?

d) Substantially increase hazards due to a désaare (e.g., sharp

curves or dangerous intersections) or incompatibés (e.g., farm O O O X
equipment)?

e) Resultin inadequate emergency access? O O X O
f) Conflict with adopted policies, plans, or pragrs regarding

public transit, bicycle, or pedestrian facilities,otherwise decrease O O O X
the performance or safety of such facilities?

g) Resultin inadequate parking capacity? O O O X
Comments:

(a and b) The proposed project is not physicalature and thus will not directly generate traffithe project relies on
existing General Plan land use designations anthgafistricts and meeting minimum mandatory requeats of State
law. The Housing Element residential sites inventpolicies, and programs will not affect any mrhat is not already
urbanized or designated for urbanization. Traiffipacts of the General Plan and Hawthorne Boule@pecific Plan
were analyzed in their respective CEQA documentdousing Element policies and programs reinforcenmlag
standards of the existing General Plan and HawéhBoulevard Specific Plan. All future residentiavelopment will be
reviewed to ensure consistency with all regional lxcal transportation plans and policies, the Garielan, Hawthorne
Boulevard Specific Plan, and all applicable Citgdinances In addition, all proposals to develop new residdntinits
will be subject to a project-specific environmeraablysis. Adherence to such requirements wilienghat impacts will
be less than significant.

(c) No portion of the City is located within an@ort land use plan and no public airport, pubke @irport, or private
airstrip is located within two miles. The projetil not result in any changes to air traffic patie No impact will
occur.

(d) The project will not change existing roadwassidn. All sites identified in the residentialesitinventory (Housing
Element, Chapter 4), are in close proximity to #xgsurban roadways and could be developed or eddped without
altering the existing roadway network. The projecintended to facilitate and encourage the dgwatnt of residential
uses, which are consistent or generally compatilifle existing General Plan, Hawthorne Boulevard c8pePlan, and
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Zoning Ordinance land use designations and zomgctis Designs for all proposals to develop nesidential units will be
subject to a project-specific environmental analysi potential traffic-related hazards. Adheretacsuch requirements will
ensure that impacts will be less than significant.

(e) The project is programmatic in nature and duagsinvolve physical development. The 2013-202Lisilog Element
will not adversely affect circulation patterns dherwise affect modes of travel in a manner thatadpotentially result in
significant impacts. All future development prdganust comply with the City’s emergency accesaliremqents.
Adherence to such requirements will ensure thabirtgpare less than significant.

() The project is consistent with adopted policiplns, or programs supporting alternative trartsgon modes and
may have the indirect effect of increasing userdtive transportation. The project is intendedfaoilitate and
encourage redevelopment of lower-intensity comnmaémmioperties with high density residential usessistent with the
existing General Plan and Hawthorne Boulevard SipeBian, including mixed use development withiroximity to
existing transit corridors along Hawthorne BouleyaRedondo Beach Boulevard, Artesia Boulevard, M#tah Beach
Boulevard, and Rosecrans Avenue. No impact witbioc

(9) Residential parking standards are regulate@umdle 17 (Zoning) of the City’s Municipal Cod&ll new residential
development facilitated by the project will be ragd to comply with Municipal Code requirements.n@diance with
required parking ratios will ensure that adequaidipg capacity is provided. No impact will occur.

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures will ke required.
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Issues (and Supporting Information Sources): Potentially Potentially Less Than
Significant Significant Significant
Impact Unless Impact No Impact
Mitigated
XVII. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS — Would the
project:
a) Exceed wastewater treatment requirements cpécable O O X O

Regional Water Quality Control Board?

b) Require or result in the construction of newevar wastewater
treatment facilities or expansion of existing faigh, the O O X O
construction of which could cause significant eammental effects?

¢) Require or result in the construction of nearst water drainage
facilities or expansion of existing facilities, thenstruction of which O O X O
could cause significant environmental effects?

d) Have sufficient water supplies available toreghe project from
existing entitlements and resources, or are nesxpanded O O X O
entittements needed?

e) Resultin a determination by the wastewatetmnent provider,
which serves or may serve the project that it loegjaate capacity to

serve the project’s projected demand in additiotinéoprovider’s = = X =
existing commitments?

f) Be served by a landfill with sufficient perneaitt capacity to O O X O
accommodate the project’s solid waste disposalsteed

g) Comply with federal, state, and local statiaed regulations O O X O

related to solid waste?

Comments:

(a through c and e through f) City of Lawndaldisit-out urban community with infrastructure irape. The proposed
action consists of amending the City’'s General Rtaadopt the 2013-2021 Housing Element. The ptajelies on
existing land use designations and zoning distraét$he General Plan and Hawthorne Boulevard Sigefifan and
meeting minimum mandatory requirements of State lalve Housing Element residential sites inventsily not affect
any parcel that is not already urbanized or desggh#or urbanization. Utility and service systempacts, including
impacts to water filtration and distribution fatigis, wastewater collection and treatment facsitidrainage facilities,
landfill capacity, and compliance with solid wastatutes and regulations, were analyzed in CEQAIlents prepared
for the General Plan and Hawthorne Boulevard Sipedlan. All future development projects will umde
environmental analysis to ensure that impactsilitieg and service systems are either less thgmfstant or mitigated to
the maximum extent practicable. As such, the ingpealated to adoption and implementation of th£32P021 Housing
Element will be less than significant.

(d) The project is designed to promote the devakg of housing to meet the RHNA for Lawndale. &ases in the
City's population may result in increased demandvater resources. (Population growth pursuantdadihg Element
policies is consistent with the General Plan Larsk Element population estimates relied upon inUngan Water
Management Plan.) Water service is provided byGb&len State Water Company. According to the wpteweyor,

adequate water supply exists to accommodate existimditions and future demand conditions to accodate the
City’'s RHNA through year 2021. , Therefore, impgcwater supplies will be less than significant.

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures will ke required.
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Issues (and Supporting Information Sources): Potentially Potentially Less Than
Significant Significant Significant
Impact Unless Impact No Impact
Mitigated

XIX. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE

a) Does the project have the potential to degtlaelguality of the
environment, substantially reduce the habitat figlaor wildlife
species, cause a fish or wildlife population topdbelow self-
sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plardromal community, O O O X
reduce the number or restrict the range of a raendangered plant
or animal or eliminate important examples of thganperiods of
California history or prehistory?

b) Does the project have impacts that are indadigidimited, but
cumulatively considerable? (“Cumulatively conside#ed means
that the incremental effects of a project are aersible when O O X O
viewed in connection with the effects of past petgethe effects of
other current projects, and the effects of probéltlere projects)?

c) Does the project have environmental effectctviwill cause
substantial adverse effects on human beings, edihectly or O O O X
indirectly?

Comments:

(a through ¢) The Housing Element is a policy doent established to address the State’s housingof@dtaining a

decent home and suitable living environment forrguwesident. The Housing Element itself does nmtvigle for

additional growth in the community, but rather werwithin the framework of the General Plan and Huente

Boulevard Specific Plan, which establishes the e intensity of future residential developmennpted in the City.

Policies and programs included within the Housingntent are intended to facilitate and encourageptiogision of

housing for all economic segments of the commumonsistent with State law and therefore the ptojeald hasten
residential development on sites already designttedesidential use by the General Plan and Hamthd@oulevard
Specific Plan. As explained in the preceding asialyjthe project does not have the potential toifsigintly degrade the
quality of the environment nor will it contribute tumulatively considerable impacts. The projext ho direct potential
for cumulative impacts; however, future residenpisdjects could contribute to cumulative impacts #mese potential
indirect impacts were anticipated and analyzedhim €CEQA documents prepared for the General Plamtitane

Boulevard Specific Plan, and Zoning Ordinance. réfoge, the project’s indirect contribution to cuative impacts is
not anticipated to be considerable. Furthermdre Qity’s design review process and permit and cedairements will

be applied to each specific development projectablmect of the 2013-2021 Housing Element has ttenpal to result
in environmental effects that could cause substhdirect or indirect adverse effects on humand. pétential impacts
have been considered for all environmental categotontained in this section and no significantaotep have been
identified.

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures will ke required.

EARLIER ANALYSES

Earlier analyses may be used where, pursuant taeheg, program EIR, or other CEQA process, onenore effects
have been adequately analyzed in an earlier FENRegative Declaration (Section 15063(c)(3)(D)).

Earlier analyses used:
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1) City of Lawndale General Plan, Final Environmemtapact Report (SCH# 90010595), December 1991.
2) Hawthorne Boulevard Specific Plan and Redevelopni@an, Final Environmental Impact Report (SCH#

98081067), June 1999.

3) Hawthorne Boulevard Specific Plan Amendment, Negabeclaration, October 2002.

Checklist References

ogrwNE

7.

Greenhouse Gas and Global Climate Change TechviEmmlorandum, Ricon Consultants, Inc., June 15, 2009.
City of Lawndale Municipal Code.

South Coast Air Quality Management District, Air @ity Management Plan, 2012.

South Coast Air Quality Management District Rul@ 40

South Coast Air Quality Management District Rul®14

California Environmental Protection Agency (EPAdahe California Air Resources Board (ARB), Air Qiba
and Land Use Handbook, 2005.

City of Lawndale, Emergency Operations Plan (Auqsit1 )

All documents listed above are on file and mayexéewed at:

City of Lawndale

Community Development Department
14717 Burin Avenue

Lawndale, CA 90260

(310) 973-3232
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